Chronicles of Agriculture: A Preservation and Adaptation Comparison of Yucatecan Maya and Peruvian Quechua Agricultural Systems, The by Reish, Amanda & Reish, Amanda
THE  CHRONICLES  OF  AGRICULTURE:
A  PRESERVATION AND ADAPTATION COMPARISON OF  YUCATECAN MAYA 




The Maya and Yucatan, Mexico
The Quechua and Andean, Peru
Mayan and Quechua agricultural systems Comparison
Maintained Aspects of Culture
Adapted Aspects of Culture
Conclusion
THESIS
The Yucatecan Mayan and the Peruvian Quechua cultures have become hybridized to 
include traditional beliefs and practices along side beliefs and practices from the 
Spanish conquerors in their agricultural lives. The combination of these two systems 
has resulted in religious synchronization between the indigenous and Catholic beliefs 
and gods; changes in the food systems of these two groups and what foods are 
eaten; and the economic structures in regards to agriculture for these people.
THE MAYA
Culture: 2000 BC to present
Distinct groups in region




Conquered finally in 1697
Ethnographic research






Culture: ethnic groups who speak similar 
languages
 Agricultural based culture
 Ayllu focused
Part of the Incan empire













Don Mariano milpa, outside of Santa Elena, Mx
QUECHUAN AGRICULTURE
Use andenes for cultivation










Traditional agriculture still common
Traditional beliefs still in place
Differences
Types of traditional agriculture
Food systems and types of food
Economic standing
MAINTENANCE
Still use traditional farming methods
 Milpa
 Andenes








Corn for the gods
 Gold color





Agricultural labor and production
 Use of modern methods (machinery, fertilizers)










 Blending of gods




Don Herman’s alter, 
Santa Elena, Mx
CONCLUSION
Both cultures impacted by Spanish Conquest
Maintenance:
 Farming methods
 Corns importance
Adaptation:
 Agricultural production
 Religious synchronization
